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Bootes Constellation.



Arcturus & Napoleons’ Hat.

Bootes the herdsman can be found in the eastern sky in 

May. Look for a bright orange star ( Arcturus) and the 

kite asterism. Arcturus is one of the most orange 

coloured stars you will see and looks beautiful in any 

binocular with the colour amplified. It is an orange giant 

and the third brightest star in the night sky lying 37.5 

light years away. Just to the west of this fine star is a 

famous binocular asterism known as Napoleons’ hat. It 

is composed of 7 stars which look like an historic sailors 

hat and is also known as Picot 1. Arcturus and this 

asterism in the same field of view in wide field 

binoculars makes a fine sight.



Delta Bootis – a Double Star.

Bootes contains some of the best binocular double stars 

in the night sky and this month we will look at a few of 

them. Delta Bootis is easily found. From Arcturus it is 

the second naked eye visible star along the base of the 

kite asterism.  It lies 122 light years away. The pair are 

separated by 103 arcseconds and can be split in x10 

binoculars and above if mounted. They make a great 

pairing with contrasting colours of white and yellow.



Mu Bootis – A Double Star.

Our second double star is Mu Bootis also known as 

Alkalurops (the shepherd’s staff).  It makes a triangle 

with Delta and Beta Bootis. With a separation of 107 

arcseconds they are easily split in x16 binoculars and if 

mounted can be split with lower magnifications. The 

colour difference is not so pronounced in this binary 

pair. You can flit back and forth between Mu and Delta 

Bootis and pick out the differences between the two 

pairs – always a fun thing to do!



50 Bootis – A Triple Star.

Just 1.5 degrees east of Delta Bootis lies the 

binocular triple star 50 Bootis. The main star is 

hotter than its two companions and appears blue 

to their yellow colour.



Iota & Kappa Bootis – A Pair of Double Stars.

Iota Bootis has a separation of 38.7 arcseconds. It 

lies in the triangle of stars east of the handle of the 

“Big Dipper” asterism of the neighbouring 

constellation Ursa Major – see the Bootes 

constellation map. It can be separated by x10 

binoculars . Kappa Bootis is a closer pair at 13.5 

arcseconds separation and needs x20 – x25 to split. 

It is possible to view both doubles in the same field 

of view – a lovely sight.



Ursa Major Constellation.



Alcor and Mizar – a Famous Double Star.

Close to Kappa and Iota Bootis lies the handle of 

the Big Dipper asterism in Ursa Major. The middle 

star of the handle is the famous visual double of 

Alcor and Mizar. They can be split with the naked 

eye; being able to do so used to be used as a test of 

ones eyesight. Easily spilt in any binoculars their 

brilliant hot blue/white colour becomes obvious. The 

pair are sometimes known as “the horse and rider”. 

The pair lie about 82 light years distant and are 

separated by about 1.1 light year. Alcor itself is a 

binary star but this can not be seen easily in 

binoculars.


